
Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary and Mysore: A Travelogue 
 

 

During my last visit to Mysore,as part of the KVS-Oracle Education Foundation PLI INDIA 
2010, where I had been a Facilitator for the in-class teacher training program at KVS ZIET Mysore. I 
was fortunate enough, coaxed by a friend, Ashok, a wildlife enthusiast to make a short yet 
memorable trip one evening to this amazing sanctuary. I, too, was looking for an opening to 
discover the options available on my new DSLR camera. As the opportunity came up, we were on to 
explore this wonderful scenic, out of the world experience, though short, yet unforgettable trip. 

In the very short period that I spent around the sanctuary, it was mesmerizing strolling 
around the beautiful Arjun trees (Terminalia arjun), thick bamboo groves, Eucalyptus and Acacia 
and Pandanus trees. Off we went for a quick ride on the boat. This was the best part of the trip. It 
reminded of a scene from the Hollywood movie ‘Anaconda’,and as I was awestruck at the nature in 
midst of a light drizzle, I was for a moment feeling back home as there was so much in common 
with the landscape of Assam. In the midst of my trance, I encountered the presence of the Indian 
Mugger crocodile in its nap after a meal uninterrupted by the passing visitors and boats and the 
shutters from the`camera around, which has long become a part of its life in the sanctuary. 

As I rolled out my new Digital SLR to shoot as much as I could in the last moments of the 
setting sun, we saw a welcome rainbow in the sky, I was just wondering how much nature has in 
store for us to relive and refresh our ‘mind, body and soul’ far from the maddening crowd, for that 
intimate moment with nature and take back some pleasant thoughts to share... 

The Ranganathittu Bird Sanctuary is situated on the banks of the river Cauvery, about 20 
kms from Mysore in Karnataka. There are six islands that came into existence when a dam across 
the river was built in the 18th century. With the initiation of Ornithologist Dr. Salim Ali, who had 
observed that these islands formed the key nesting ground for birds, and convinced the Wodeyar 
Kings of Mysore to declare the area as a wildlife sanctuary in 1940. 

The bird sanctuary covers an area of less than a sq km, has a very high density of bird 
population. The Mugger Crocodile or Marsh Crocodile is also a common inhabitant of the 



sanctuary. Breeding water birds include Painted Stork, Asian Open bill Stork, Common Spoonbill, 
Woolly-necked Stork, Black-headed Ibis, White Ibis, Lesser Whistling Duck, Indian Shag, Stork-billed 
Kingfisher and other common birds like egrets, cormorants, Oriental Darter, and herons. The Great 
Stone Plougher and River Tern also nest here. The park is home to a large flock of Streak-throated 
Swallows. The islands are host to numerous small mammals, including Bonnet Macaque, colonies of 
Flying Fox and common small mammals like Common Palm Civet and Indian Gray Mongoose and the 
monitor lizard. 

As the night came in we embarked on our return journey musing over the wonderful day we 
had at Ranganathittu. As we entered Mysore city, we found it decked in its best attire with all 
illumination for the Dussehra festival. The lustre of dazzling electric lights that have taken over the 
glorious earthen oil lamps over the period of time, the city welcomed us with all its revelry and 
glitters. It instilled the strong feeling that yes the flame of lights have over shadowed the stillness 
of darkness spreading the message of victory of truth over evil. It is believed that the Hindu 
Goddess Chamundeshwari killed the demon Mahishasura which marks the ten day celebration of 
Dussehra. The city of Mysore has a long tradition of celebrating the Dussehra festival... 
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The Great India Magar (Crocodile) 
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Sharp shooters with the camera...! With Ashok Sengupta. 


